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Davidson police are facing a federal civil rights lawsuit from an African American man 
who claims Davidson police officers – one white and one black – used excessive force 
and falsely arrested him in 2011. The town has denied any wrongdoing in the case. 

Richard Hagins, 51, sued the town on Nov. 20 in Mecklenburg County Superior Court 
seeking unspecified monetary damages. The suit names officers Scott Searcy and 
Melvin Waller, Police Chief Jeanne Miller and the Town of Davidson as defendants. 

At the request of the town’s lawyer, the case in December was moved to US District 
Court in Charlotte. 

The town has responded to the suit with a filing that denies the officers acted wrongly 
and requests a jury trial. The suit also says the officers are entitled to immunity 
because they were acting in their roles as police officers. 

The lawsuit came three years to the day after the incident on Nov. 20, 2011 – the last 
day Hagins could have filed under the state’s 3-year statute of limitations rules. It also 
comes amid heightened attention nationally to police brutality cases involving police and 
African Americans. 

On the night of his arrest, Hagins and a companion, Gina Fields, were on their way 
back to High Point from a dinner party in Charlotte.Hagins had pulled his van off I-77 
near Exit 30 because Fields told him she needed to throw up. 

According to his complaint, she was vomiting when Searcy “came running down the 
shoulder of the interstate with a gun. … Mr. Haginsbelieved they were being robbed.” 



Fields confirms that she was sick. “Richard came over and started rubbing my back … 
all of a sudden we heard, ‘Get on the ground, get on the ground.’ And we saw a police 
officer running toward us,” Fields said in an interview this week. 

Hagins says in the complaint that Searcy did not identify himself as a police officer, and 
says the officer tackled him and slammed his face into the pavement, which broke his 
glasses and dazed him. 

In its response, the town acknowledges that Searcy did not identify himself, but says he 
was wearing his uniform. And the town says he was not carrying a gun, but a Taser. 

Shortly after, according to the lawsuit, Waller arrived in a marked patrol 
car. Hagins says he then disclosed that he had a concealed weapon with a permit. The 
officers arrested him and charged him with carrying a concealed weapon. 

Fields also was arrested after she objected to being left on the interstate alone as 
officers prepared to take Hagins away. 

Charges against both Hagins and Fields eventually were dropped. 

The lawsuit claims the officers violated the fourth amendment protection against 
unreasonable search and seizure in their arrest of the pair. 

Hagins, who now lives in Rochester, NY, told DavidsonNews.net he’s has been “waiting 
three years for the town to reach out to him.” 

“The charge was a concealed weapon, but I have a concealed weapons license. This 
was all established … They never explained why,” he said. 

The town denied any wrongdoing in the arrests, in its response filed Dec. 29. The town 
also says Searcy smelled alcohol on Hagins’s breath. 

The lawsuit also alleges that the town and the police chief failed to “exercise ordinary 
and reasonable care” in hiring, training and supervising the officers. Police Chief Jeanne 
Miller this week said she could not comment on the case, because it’s an ongoing 
lawsuit. 

Hagins said he has been unable to work and has been homeless since the incident. He 
and Fields said they had met with Miller after the incident seeking compensation and 
help clearing their names after the charges were filed. Hagins said he filed the suit 
when the town failed to respond to his concerns. 

Hagins’s lawyer, Keith Booker of China Grove, did not return phone calls seeking 
comment on the case. 
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The town is insured for liability through the NC League of Municipalities. Its lawyer is 
Scott MaLatchie of Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice in Charlotte.


